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PRESS RELEASE

CF TRUST FUNDS NEW RESEARCH INTO CYSTIC FIBROSIS

The Cystic Fibrosis Trust has awarded £188,000 to four new research projects aimed at benefiting those with Cystic Fibrosis (CF), one of the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited diseases.  

Dr Eshwar Mahenthiralingam and his team at the Cardiff School of Biosciences, Cardiff University have been awarded £45,000 to investigate a bacterial infection called Burkholderia multivorans that causes lung damage, a reduction in lung function and a shortened life expectancy for those with Cystic Fibrosis.

Scientists at Queen’s University, Belfast led by Dr Lorraine Martin have received £50,000 for a research project aimed at investigating dehydration in the lungs of people with Cystic Fibrosis.

Professor Bob Ford at The University of Manchester has been awarded £75,000 for a project aimed at studying the activity of the CFTR protein by understanding how it is built and how it works.  CFTR (Cystic Fibrosis transmembrane conductance regulator) is the protein that controls the movement of chloride through the lining of the cells.  It is the faulty CFTR that causes the problems in Cystic Fibrosis by not working at all, or not working enough.  

A grant has been awarded to scientists at the University of Exeter led by Dr Alan Brown to investigate the relationship between patients who have Cystic Fibrosis-related diabetes, and a particular lung infection called Burkholderia cepacia. This research was funded by the University of Exeter's 2009 studentship campaign in conjunction with an £18,000 research grant from the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.

These four new projects will be running alongside the other research currently funded by the CF Trust into areas such as gene therapy, early detection of lung disease in infants, transplantation, depression in people with CF, inflammation and drug treatments.

John Devlin, spokesperson for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust said: “We spend around £3 million on medical research every year which aims to benefit people with CF in the near future. We are delighted to be funding this research which will help us find new ways of treating those with Cystic Fibrosis.”
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For all media enquiries, please contact:

Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk
Notes to Editors           
· The Cystic Fibrosis Trust is the UK’s only national charity dealing with all aspects of Cystic Fibrosis (CF).  It funds research to treat and cure CF and aims to ensure appropriate clinical care and support for people with Cystic Fibrosis.

· Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is one of the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited diseases.  Cystic Fibrosis is caused by a single defective gene.  As a result, the internal organs, especially the lungs and digestive system, become clogged with thick sticky mucus resulting in chronic infections and inflammation in the lungs and difficulty digesting food.

· Each week five babies are born with Cystic Fibrosis and three young people die – 90% from lung damage.  Around half of the CF population can expect to live over 38 years, although improvements in treatments mean a baby born today is expected to live even longer.
· Further information can be found on our website www.cftrust.org.uk.  Help and advice for those affected by Cystic Fibrosis is available through our Helpline on 0300 373 1000.  For further information, media should contact Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk 
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