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PRESS RELEASE

FUNDING OF CLINICAL CARE FOR CYSTIC FIBROSIS PATIENTS IS REVOLUTIONISED

Unique banding system and national tariff for Cystic Fibrosis patients

The Cystic Fibrosis Trust is pleased that a ‘Payment by Results’ scheme for patients with Cystic Fibrosis (CF) has been adopted by the Department of Health from 1 April 2011.

The national charity has been working closely with the Department of Health on Payment by Results since January 2008. Payment by Results or PbR for short is a method of payment that links ‘activity’ to funding received, money follows the patient through their hospital journey, paying for all aspects of treatment and care received along the way. This differs from current arrangements whereby most services are paid ‘block’ sums of money that do not reflect the number of patients with CF a service looks after or the level of treatment and resources needed to provide care. 

Cystic Fibrosis is one of the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited diseases.  It causes the internal organs, especially the lungs and digestive system, to become clogged with thick sticky mucus resulting in chronic infections and inflammation in the lungs and difficulty digesting food. Symptoms and daily treatment can vary hugely from patient to patient, with some managing to keep very well, and others spending a lot of time either in hospital or at home managing a heavy burden of treatment.

The CF Trust suggested that payment for CF care should be based on an annual ‘banded’ tariff, and care for each patient funded annually, based upon the severity of condition and the level of input / treatment required to look after the patient as prescribed by their clinical team. The Department of Health has agreed that this is the best way forward to ensure that care for people with Cystic Fibrosis is provided at an agreed, equal and appropriate level for all no matter where they live or what CF Centre they go to. 
Jo Osmond, Director of Clinical Care and Commissioning for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust said: “We are really pleased that all our hard work on PbR is finally coming to fruition. This new way of funding care for people with CF will mean that CF clinics and CF Specialist Centres receive the proper level of funding for each and every patient at a particular stage of their CF. Cystic Fibrosis is a very complex condition, affecting every patient differently and PbR recognises that each person with CF will be assessed individually and the cost of their annual care worked out. This will mean that every person with CF, wherever they live in the UK, should receive the same level of safe and appropriate care.”
The new system will be rolled out over the next two years. For 2011-12 the Department of Health has made the bands of severity mandatory and Primary Care Trusts will now fund care on a patient by patient basis. From 2012 a national tariff, the actual amount it costs to treat each banded patient, will become mandatory. 
ENDS

For all media enquiries, please contact:

Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk
Notes to Editors           
· The Cystic Fibrosis Trust is the UK’s only national charity dealing with all aspects of Cystic Fibrosis (CF).  It funds research to treat and cure CF and aims to ensure appropriate clinical care and support for people with Cystic Fibrosis.

· Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is one of the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited diseases.  Cystic Fibrosis is caused by a single defective gene.  As a result, the internal organs, especially the lungs and digestive system, become clogged with thick sticky mucus resulting in chronic infections and inflammation in the lungs and difficulty digesting food.

· Each week five babies are born with Cystic Fibrosis and two young people die – 90% from lung damage.  Around half of the CF population can expect to live over 38 years, although improvements in treatments mean a baby born today is expected to live even longer.
· Further information can be found on our website www.cftrust.org.uk.  Help and advice for those affected by Cystic Fibrosis is available through our Helpline on 0300 373 1000.  For further information, media should contact Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk 
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