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PRESS RELEASE

BOY WITH CYSTIC FIBROSIS STAR OF NEW CARTOON ABOUT THE CONDITION
A 12 year old boy from Kent is the star of a new cartoon all about Cystic Fibrosis (CF). Oliver Dillon, who has CF, is an actor and has previously voiced Heffalump in Disney’s Winnie the Pooh TV series and Nok Tok in popular CBeebies TV programme Waybuloo.
The five minute animation was created by the makers of Waybuloo, Absolutely Cuckoo, and the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. It features a cartoon boy based on and voiced by Oli and also stars his inquisitive little anteater friend voiced by a young girl called Anouska. The short film aims to educate children age 4-8 years old, with and without CF, about the disease.
Cystic Fibrosis is a life-threatening, inherited condition which causes the lungs and digestive system to become clogged with thick sticky mucus. This results in chronic infections and inflammation in the lungs and difficulty digesting food. Every day Oli has a daily regime of treatment including physiotherapy sessions, nebulisers, huge doses of antibiotics, inhalers, pancreatic enzymes to help him digest his food properly and loads of exercise.

Oli said:  “It’s been really cool to have a cartoon made of me, I think he looks just like me! I was really pleased to do the voice as well. I hope it helps lots of children with CF understand a bit more about what it means and why they have to do their treatment every day. I also hope it helps their friends at school learn about CF. It can also be quite lonely having CF as you’re not allowed to mix with other people with it, so I hope the cartoon will make them feel a bit happier.” 
Gemma Matthews from the CF Trust said: “We chose Oli because we knew he’d do a great job and we’re really pleased to have made him into a cartoon character! His little friend Nush the anteater who is a friend of Oli’s family was also great at asking Oli lots of nosy questions about CF. We had lots of fun making the animation and we hope it will help explain what CF is to children.”
Oli has also recently spent a year undertaking a series of tests and scans ahead of a medical trial which aims to add a healthy copy of the gene that causes CF to the lungs. Oli has been chosen to be one of just 100 people with CF taking part in the trial which begins next year and has the potential to change the lives of people with CF by preventing the lung damage which claims so many young lives. 

The cartoon ‘Getting Nosey about CF with Oli and Nush’ is available to view online at www.youtube.com/cftrust . DVDs will be available shortly, to request a copy please email publications@cftrust.org.uk or call 0208 464 7211. Priority will be given to families affected by CF, nurses and teachers.
ENDS

For all media enquiries, please contact:

Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk
Notes to Editors           
· The Cystic Fibrosis Trust is the UK’s only national charity dealing with all aspects of Cystic Fibrosis (CF).  It funds research to treat and cure CF and aims to ensure appropriate clinical care and support for people with Cystic Fibrosis.

· Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is one of the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited diseases.  Cystic Fibrosis is caused by a single defective gene.  As a result, the internal organs, especially the lungs and digestive system, become clogged with thick sticky mucus resulting in chronic infections and inflammation in the lungs and difficulty digesting food.

· Each week five babies are born with Cystic Fibrosis and three young people die – 90% from lung damage.  Around half of the CF population can expect to live over 38 years, although improvements in treatments mean a baby born today is expected to live even longer.
· Further information can be found on our website www.cftrust.org.uk.  Help and advice for those affected by Cystic Fibrosis is available through our Helpline on 0300 373 1000.  For further information, media should contact Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk 
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