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“MAKING FRIENDS WITH CELEBS ON TWITTER WILL HELP MY BOYS” SAYS NOTTS MUM
A Twitter obsessed mum is using the social networking site to drum up celebrity support for a Christmas charity eBay auction.

44 year old Lorraine Barnes, from Retford Nottinghamshire, has tweeted thousands of celebrities who use Twitter to ask them to donate items she can auction for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust charity. Lorraine has two sons with Cystic Fibrosis (CF), one of the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited diseases which clogs the lungs and digestive system with thick sticky mucus.
Lorraine, who uses the Twitter name @cysticfibrosisM said: “I have been using Twitter for a while and was trying to rack my brains for ways in which I could use it to raise money for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. I decided to tweet lots of celebs to ask them to donate something I could sell on eBay and it snowballed from there really. I’ve now got a signed book from Jamie Oliver, signed photos and programmes from Arsenal FC and Strictly Come Dancing stars, a T-shirt from Gabby Logan and promises of support from Lorraine Kelly, Kelly Osbourne, David Hasselhoff and lots more.  It’s not just been me on my own, I have a couple of great Twitter friends that have been helping me. Twitter has proved to be a marvellous networking site for my fundraising, where else can you ‘talk’ to celebs, well known people you've admired from afar.  For someone like me a simple Tweet, a little message, makes all the difference and definitely drives me on knowing that people do care and they want to take the time to help. I’ve made lots of celeb friends on Twitter like Casualty’s Tristan Gemmill, actress Kathryn Drysdale, Samantha Fox and even had a message of support from Dannii Minogue!””
All money raised by the auction will help fund research into treating and curing CF.  It will also help provide support, advice and appropriate clinical care to the 8,500 babies, children and adults with Cystic Fibrosis.

The auction will launch on the 20th December on eBay under seller id cysticfibrosism. For more information go to http://celebritychristmasebayauction.blogspot.com/
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For all media enquiries, please contact:

Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk
Notes to Editors           

· The Cystic Fibrosis Trust is the UK’s only national charity dealing with all aspects of Cystic Fibrosis (CF).  It funds research to treat and cure CF and aims to ensure appropriate clinical care and support for people with Cystic Fibrosis.

· Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is one of the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited diseases.  Cystic Fibrosis is caused by a single defective gene.  As a result, the internal organs, especially the lungs and digestive system, become clogged with thick sticky mucus resulting in chronic infections and inflammation in the lungs and difficulty digesting food.

· Each week five babies are born with Cystic Fibrosis and three young people die – 90% from lung damage.  Around half of the CF population can expect to live over 38 years, although improvements in treatments mean a baby born today is expected to live even longer.
· Further information can be found on our website www.cftrust.org.uk.  Help and advice for those affected by Cystic Fibrosis is available through our Helpline on 0300 373 1000.  For further information, media should contact Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk









