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PRESS RELEASE

ASHKENAZY RETURNS TO THE PIANO 

World renowned conductor and pianist Vladimir Ashkenazy returned to the piano for a rare public performance alongside his son Vovka on Monday 1 November. The event, an exclusive fundraiser in aid of the Cystic Fibrosis Trust, took place at the Royal College of Music and raised nearly £80,000 through ticket sales, donations and pledges made on the night.

The father and son duo performed the Polovtsian Dances from Borodin’s Prince Igor, and Ravel’s La Valse. The event, sponsored by the Robert Fleming Hannay Memorial Charity and the Amaryllis Fleming Foundation, was the brainchild of Nigel Black, Head of Brass at The Royal College of Music and Principal Horn with The Philharmonia Orchestra, whose young son has Cystic Fibrosis. 140 guests attended on the night including Lady Nutting OBE, kindly standing in for event patron Dowager Viscountess Rothermere.
Nigel Black said: “Vladimir Ashkenazy is one of the most outstanding pianists of the 20th century and has spent much of the last 20 years of his career conducting. We were delighted that he returned to the piano for this extremely rare performance with his son Vovka.  There was a real feeling of anticipation and excitement in the room to be in the presence of such musical greatness and those who attended will have some very special memories for years to come.  Money raised from the evening will help fund research into treating and curing Cystic Fibrosis, a life-threatening inherited disease affecting 8,500 young people in the UK.”
Other performers at the event included Gordon Hunt (oboe), Erik Dippenaar (harpsichord) and Tim Walden (cello) who performed Bach’s Sonata in G minor for Oboe, Harpsichord and Continuo, and soprano Sarah-Jane Brandon who performed music by Bizet, Puccini and Dvorak accompanied by pianist James Baillieu.

ENDS

For all media enquiries, please contact:

Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk
Notes to Editors           
· The Cystic Fibrosis Trust is the UK’s only national charity dealing with all aspects of Cystic Fibrosis (CF).  It funds research to treat and cure CF and aims to ensure appropriate clinical care and support for people with Cystic Fibrosis.

· Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is one of the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited diseases.  Cystic Fibrosis is caused by a single defective gene.  As a result, the internal organs, especially the lungs and digestive system, become clogged with thick sticky mucus resulting in chronic infections and inflammation in the lungs and difficulty digesting food.

· Each week five babies are born with Cystic Fibrosis and three young people die – 90% from lung damage.  Around half of the CF population can expect to live over 38 years, although improvements in treatments mean a baby born today is expected to live even longer.
· Further information can be found on our website www.cftrust.org.uk.  Help and advice for those affected by Cystic Fibrosis is available through our Helpline on 0300 373 1000.  For further information, media should contact Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk 
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