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STATEMENT
RESPONSE TO ARTICLE IN PNAS RE: USING A SUPER VIRUS IN GENE THERAPY FOR CF

A spokesperson from the UK Cystic Fibrosis Gene Therapy Consortium said 

“The techniques used in this research are innovative, but more work is needed before this could be translated into clinical benefit for people with CF.  The virus only carries a shortened version of the CF gene and it remains to be seen if it has the same function as the whole gene; the long-term treatment of a CF patient would require repeat administration of the virus which is usually not feasible as the body develops immune responses against the virus; and although the results are positive in human lung tissue in a laboratory, it remains to be seen if it would work in the patient.

The UK CF Gene Therapy Consortium funded by the Cystic Fibrosis Trust is currently trialling gene therapy in patients for clinical benefit. Our Wave 1 gene therapy research is using a liposome to get the gene therapy product into the body.  Following this year's pilot study in humans, we anticipate going to a major multi-dose clinical trial in 2010.”

ENDS

For all media enquiries, please contact:

Gemma Foy on 0208 290 7912 or email gfoy@cftrust.org.uk
Notes to Editors           
· The Cystic Fibrosis Trust is the UK’s only national charity dealing with all aspects of Cystic Fibrosis (CF).  It funds research to treat and cure CF and aims to ensure appropriate clinical care and support for people with Cystic Fibrosis.

· Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited disease.  Cystic Fibrosis is caused by a single defective gene.  As a result, the internal organs, especially the lungs and digestive system, become clogged with thick sticky mucus resulting in chronic infections and inflammation in the lungs and difficulty digesting food.

· Each week five babies are born with Cystic Fibrosis and three young people die – 90% from lung damage.  Average life expectancy is just 31, although improvements in treatments mean a baby born today is expected to live longer.

· Further information can be found on our website www.cftrust.org.uk.  Help and advice for those affected by Cystic Fibrosis is available through our Helpline on 0845 859 1000.  For further information, media should contact Gemma Foy on 0208 290 7912 or email gfoy@cftrust.org.uk 
[image: image2.jpg]see OFF CF

Il London Road, Bromley, Kent BRI IBY
Tel: 020 8464 7211 * Fax: 020 8313 0472 » www.cftrust.org.uk
Patron: HRH Princess Alexandra, the Hon. Lady Ogilvy, KG, GCVO  President: Duncan Bluck CBE
Cystic Fibrosis Trust registered as a charity number 1079049

A company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales number 3880213
Registered office: | | London Road, Bromley, Kent BRI IBY





[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.jpg]_1169022065.doc
[image: image1.png]CYSTIC
FIBROSIS
TRUST








