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SUCCESS AS CYSTIC FIBROSIS UNIT IS RETAINED FOR TEENAGERS
 

The Cystic Fibrosis Trust and parents in Northern Ireland are celebrating today after receiving the news that Cherry Tree House Adolescent Unit, part of Allen Ward at the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children (RBHSC), will continue to be used for Cystic Fibrosis (CF) patients.

 

The charity and parents have been fighting to hold on to Cherry Tree House, which treats young adults with CF, after it came to light that hospital management planned to turn the existing in-patient rooms into accommodation for parents whose children are being treated in Allen Ward following a refurbishment. Cherry Tree House was originally built with funds raised by parents of children with Cystic Fibrosis.
After lengthy negotiations and consultation with parents and the CF Trust, the Belfast Health and Social Care Trust have agreed to keep two in-patient rooms in Cherry Tree House on a priority basis for teenagers with Cystic Fibrosis. These rooms will be refurbished to include en-suite facilities. The unit will also include two new treatment rooms and a classroom for use of all the patients on Allen Ward as well as a refurbished gym. 

Jo Osmond, Director of Clinical Care for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust said “We are absolutely thrilled that Cherry Tree House will continue to be used for teenagers with Cystic Fibrosis after its refurbishment. The Northern Ireland Council of the CF Trust, parents of children with CF, the media and MLA’s Mickey Brady and Pol Callaghan have all played a part in helping to secure the future of Cherry Tree House. We applaud the Belfast Health and Social Care Trust for listening to our concerns and agreeing to change their original plan. The care for children with Cystic Fibrosis in Northern Ireland is second to none thanks to the hard work and dedication of the CF clinical team and they will now have a much improved, modern ward in which to look after their patients.”
 

Parent Jackie Coade, whose 15 year old daughter Leigha has treatment at Cherry Tree House said “We’re absolutely delighted with this result and it’s nothing less than teenagers with CF in Northern Ireland deserve. Leigha will be looking forward to using the new en-suite rooms when they are open. I’d really to thank everyone involved and the hospital management for re-considering their plans.”
 

Cherry Tree House closed for refurbishment on Wednesday 19 January. The clinical team at the hospital will be writing to all the parents who use the ward within the next week to let them know of the new plans.
 

Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is a life-threatening, inherited disease affecting the lungs and digestive system. It requires intensive treatment and for some, regular hospital stays of up to three weeks several times a year to receive intravenous drugs to treat infections.  The Paediatric Cystic Fibrosis Centre in the RBHSC is the only service of its kind in Northern Ireland and looks after 190 children with CF, including 55 teenagers. 
ENDS

For all media enquiries, please contact:

Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk
Notes to Editors           
· The Cystic Fibrosis Trust is the UK’s only national charity dealing with all aspects of Cystic Fibrosis (CF).  It funds research to treat and cure CF and aims to ensure appropriate clinical care and support for people with Cystic Fibrosis.

· Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is one of the UK’s most common life-threatening inherited disease.  Cystic Fibrosis is caused by a single defective gene.  As a result, the internal organs, especially the lungs and digestive system, become clogged with thick sticky mucus resulting in chronic infections and inflammation in the lungs and difficulty digesting food.
· People with Cystic Fibrosis (CF) have to adhere to an intensive daily treatment regime of physiotherapy to clear the lungs of mucus, taking oral, nebulised and occasionally intravenous antibiotics to fight infection and taking tablets with everything they eat to help them digest their food.
· Each week five babies are born with Cystic Fibrosis and three young people die – 90% from lung damage.  Around half of the CF population can expect to live over 38 years, although improvements in treatments mean a baby born today is expected to live even longer.
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Further information can be found on our website www.cftrust.org.uk .  Help and advice for those affected by Cystic Fibrosis is available through our Helpline on 0845 859 1000.  For further information, media should contact Gemma Matthews on 0208 290 7912 or email gmatthews@cftrust.org.uk 
